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ing to let them decide the questions affecting
them, and, my friends, that is the test of
democracy .... The real test of a demo-
crat is his willingness to trust the people. The
more democratic a man is the more completely
does he trust the people, and General Weaver,
no matter by what party name he called himself
. . . . trusted the people. He believed, as
every true democrat must believe, that the peo-
ple have the right to have what they want in
government, that the people have the right to
make their own mistakes, for unless you con-
cede to them the right to make their own mis-
takes, the more apt they are to make mistakes,
. . . . General Weaver understood this and
therefore he appealed to the people as the
source of power and wanted them to decide the
questions, knowing that when the people decide
the questions they will be determined largely
upon the principles of morality. When a ques-
tion is settled on the basis of moral character,
it is settled for good, but not until then."348

The presentation of the portrait in 1909 and
the dedication of Weaver Park in 1915 consti-
tute a very remarkable recognition of the life
and work of a man who, as he expressed it, was
usually in the "minor minority". He was for-
tunate in that he lived to see the two great
parties adopt a large number of his own meas-
ures and enact them into law. He was fortu-